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THE AUSTRIAN DECLARATION OF WAB ON SERBIA, JULY 28
There had been a general fear in Europe that Austria
would quickly follow her diplomatic break with Serbia by
a declaration of war or an opening of hostilities. This also
had at/ first been the expectation and advice of Germany,
in order to secure "localization" and by quick action reduce
the likelihood of Russian intervention.42 When this did not
take place, there was some feeling of relief, and the pros-
pects for the success of "direct conversations" seemed good.
The reason that military action did not follow the diplo-
matic break at once was that the first day of Austria's par-
tial mobilization was not to be until July 28, and the armies
would not be concentrated for action until about two weeks
later, Conrad did not want war until his armies were con-
centrated. Tschirschky was informed of this about noon on
July 26. Berlin learned of it on the morning of July 27,
and was therefore not expecting a declaration of war or
the opening of hostilities until about August 12.43
But when Pashitch's advance summary of the Serbian
reply began to make a favorable impression,44 and when
Berlin transmitted Grey's hope that Vienna would take a
favorable view of it,45 Berchtold began to doubt the wisdom
of so long a delay. "When do you want a declaration of
war?" he asked Conrad toward noon on July 26. "About
August 12," the Chief of Staff replied. "The diplomatic
situation will not last as long as that," said Berchtold.46
However, no change in Conrad's plans was made at the mo-
ment. The Vienna authorities still believed that Russia
would not move, and that there was no need for haste in
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